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Introduction

APA Rated Siding includes plywood,
nonveneer and composite panel products
that have undergone stringent laboratory
evaluation to assure satisfactory perfor-
mance in exterior siding applications. The
Span Rating included in the APA Rated
Siding trademark denotes the maximum
support spacing recommended. It applies
when the siding is to be installed directly
to supports over two or more spans (con-
tinuous over at least three supports).
These and other application details for
APA Rated Siding are published in APA
Design/Construction Guide – Residential
& Commercial (Form E30).

The desire to extend a siding application
beyond these recommendations occasion-
ally arises due to various availability or
construction constraints. Where necessary,
the techniques suggested below can be
used for 19/32" APA Rated Siding 16 oc
applied over studs spaced 24" o.c., and for
siding panels used over a single span.

Background

APA Rated Siding products are evaluated
for conformance to either APA’s
Manufacturing Specification for 303
Siding or APA’s Performance Standard 
for Siding. The performance standard
includes criteria for evaluation of struc-
tural performance, dimensional stability,
finishability and durability. The factors
that affect siding performance have been
evaluated through extensive research.
Both structural performance and dimen-
sional stability are based on the recom-
mended maximum support spacing
denoted in the Span Rating.

Testing has shown that siding panels with
a Span Rating of 16 oc have sufficient
stiffness and strength under uniform
loads to perform satisfactorily in applica-
tions with studs spaced 24" o.c. when
additional blocking is provided.
Satisfactory structural performance for
wall bracing or shear applications has
also been demonstrated in tests con-
ducted at APA’s Research Center.

There is also a concern whether siding
panels span-rated 16 oc used at 24" o.c.
will remain flat without buckling
between studs under exterior moisture
conditions. Laboratory tests indicate that
additional support provided by horizon-
tal blocking improves the rigidity of the
panel, thereby improving the stability
performance of the siding.

Recommendations

Recommended blocking for 19/32" APA
Rated Siding 16 oc applied over studs
spaced 24" o.c. is shown in Figure 1.
Two horizontal rows of blocking are
recommended, except that 19/32" siding
with grooves spaced 8" o.c. or more
requires only one row of blocking. The
blocking shown in Figure 1 is also applic-
able to 15/32" plywood siding span-rated
16 oc applied over studs spaced 24" o.c.

Blocking may be 2x4s used edgwise or
flatwise or 1x4s inset into the studs. 
The siding is nailed 6" o.c. along 
the blocking.

Table 1 presents blocking recommen-
dations for siding installed over single
spans. The blocking techniques and
nailing recommendations are the same as
above, except that the number of rows of
blocking required depends upon the
Span Rating and the stud spacing.

TN,N475,Blocking.1  4/21/00 1:54 PM  Page 1



Two rows of 
horizontal blocking, 
approximately equally 
spaced from top to 
bottom. (Use one row 
at mid-height for 
19/32" panels with 
grooves spaced 
8" o.c. or more.)

Fasten siding to 
blocking at 6" o.c.

FIGURE 1

BLOCKING RECOMMENDATIONS FOR 19/32" APA RATED SIDING 16 oc USED
OVER SUPPORTS 24" o.c. (Technique is also suitable for 15/32" plywood siding
span-rated 16 oc.)

TABLE 1.

BLOCKING RECOMMENDATIONS FOR APA RATED SIDING APPLIED OVER A
SINGLE SPAN

Stud Span Rating

Spacing 16 oc 24 oc
(inch) horizontal blocking recommended*

16 2 rows none required

24 3 rows 2 rows

*Space horizontal blocking approximately equally from top to bottom.
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We have field representatives in most 
major U.S. cities and in Canada who can

help answer questions involving APA
trademarked products. For additional

assistance in specifying APA engineered
wood products, get in touch with your

nearest APA regional office. Call or write:

WESTERN REGION
7011 So. 19th St. ■ P.O. Box 11700
Tacoma, Washington 98411-0700

(253) 565-6600 ■ Fax: (253) 565-7265

EASTERN REGION
2130 Barrett Park Drive, Suite 102
Kennesaw, Georgia 30144-3681

(770) 427-9371 ■ Fax: (770) 423-1703

U.S. HEADQUARTERS 
AND INTERNATIONAL 
MARKETING DIVISION

7011 So. 19th St. ■ P.O. Box 11700
Tacoma, Washington 98411-0700

(253) 565-6600 ■ Fax: (253) 565-7265

PRODUCT SUPPORT HELP DESK
(253) 620-7400

E-mail Address: help@apawood.org

(Offices: Antwerp, Belgium; Bournemouth,
United Kingdom; Hamburg, Germany;
Mexico City, Mexico; Tokyo, Japan.) For

Caribbean/Latin America, contact
headquarters in Tacoma.

The product use recommendations in this
publication are based on APA – The
Engineered Wood Association’s continuing
programs of laboratory testing, product
research, and comprehensive field experi-
ence. However, because the Association has
no control over quality of workmanship or
the conditions under which engineered wood
products are used, it cannot accept responsi-
bility for product performance or designs as
actually constructed. Because engineered
wood product performance requirements
vary geographically, consult your local archi-
tect, engineer or design professional to
assure compliance with code, construction,
and performance requirements.
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